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C. ARANGAMNAYAGAM Fonl 3t Georgs
Minader far Education W ndr g 3-S0000E.
evermerwnd of Tamrilnadu b3 M X

The Government of Tamilnade, under a zpecial scheme of
publigition of unpobliabed Tamil Munuseripts have come forward
1o undrrtzke the peimling and publishing of afl the available
vopublished Tamil Mamiscripls in the Srate. Wecessary funds
towards the publication have heen provided for the perpose. It
is estomated Chel several beodred uppublished Tamil manuscripts
dealeng with aative medicines, maihematica, nysic, Gne wris, and
literary comparitions of variaus natuce, are lring wipuhlislked (o
different Manuseoipts Libraries of #hiz Stitz and also in ather
parcts of the covniey.  Various Manusciipt Librracies in the State,
hzve been approached to make avalable their enpublisled rexis
for publiation.  The authoritics of (hese Maouscripts Lilearies
heve come forward wilh imterest and enthwsiasm te afford
nécessary  Factilitics for the sime. TCmineot Tamn]l Scholars.
well-versed in the are of editing have been requesied to ke up
the work of editing.  Under the ssheme the wxts will be o ilisally
edited with suitalvle Tootnotes znd hrief jstroduclory anzlysis
both io Eoglish aod Tami! for the benefit of rescarchers anod
scholars.  The sclection of munuscripiz, copying and editing
hava been enbeusted o the Taroilpadu  Stste Department of

Archreology.



£o far (he toxts of TS maguacripts have been copied and a
pumber of them edited and wre oade available i printed
form in shis series, | am thankful to all Lhe incdiwtoos
and seholars whe have fome [orward to poib the Giovernmi
g this  wentwre. I is only a2 begiooing and T do hape
that a1l ¢he availuble texiz will bein the bands of scholats,
rducatinral institutions and public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tawila through (he centuries in different fields will
he avarlable foc 1he proper naderstanding amd comprebension of
the Taml Lengusge, Literature and Celture.

O, ARANGANAYAGAM
)-12-B



INTRODUCTION

The manuscripts published under this tide “*Palavap-
pattakalin Yaralara™ were collected by Col, Mackenzic, tha
well koown collector of kistoric] Jocumegls apd Ederacy
manuwscripis.  These dre well kaown to historidns  as
Maockenrio Manereripts and atg now preserved o the Gaverns
ment Crjendal Manoseripes Library, Madras, Summarics of
these Manuscripls bave appeard in English and the Madcas
University bas pubhshed ang volume in Englisk edited by
Dr. T. V. Mahalingam. Even im this edition only the sum-
mdary of the texis are given. The entice collection  hay not
hoen published in ariginal s far.  We arg now  pueblisking
Lhe entire collection o ariginal m four wolomes.

A peruidl of the fese shows that, Mackenzie collecied
these family history of the ersiwhile Palayappatin  Patraks
karars And Zesmindars, (0 prove their claim Cor Ltles apd
previleges and hence these wre the most valuably decuments
which show e ran:ilaot from the oative Zdministeatyve
selup and life to the colomial voke and how steadily  ihe
independenes of the tocal lords were eyoded. [t s intcrest.
mi e nee thar many of these familias were oble 10 give
gufficient acconnt of their ancestors,  Mast of them were
able ta recollect as far back as J&h centwry and some
wpto L4th cenlucy, Devord whicl the fraditivn is unable Lo
bear any duthenticity. In some cases, they plainly said that
they have lost their Maily history in the pobiticat uncests
and efflox of time,  Many of the deeendents of 1he Tamilies
are slill alive though reduced in their s[atus.

The collection of the fumily history of ibe ersiwhile
loga| chiels, hesides throwing light on their wa yof function-
ing, pravides ample evidence on the social custags aod
manners, that were prevalent in 160h to 18thcenturies & @
Thiz sspect has not beeh Fully utilised by Sociotagists and
hope 1hat  thes seces will poovide the basis Tor [wrther
rescarch.

Dr. R, MNagaswamy
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