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C. ARANGANAYAGAM For 5L dsorge
“inister for Edacation i odroa- E000NG,
Gaveroment af Tamilmadu A7-12-80

The Goveroment of Tamiloadu, undar & specinl gcheme of
pubheation of wnpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come Forward
l¢ undertake the prinling and publishing of ull the availatle
uwopublished Tamil Manuscripts in the 5S¢, Necessary funds
lowards the publicecion hove beén provided for the purpose. N
i5 aatimated that sevecal Fupdred unpublished Tumi! manuser|pls
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fins arts, and
literary campositions of vurious nature, ave lving wnpablished in
different Manuscopts Libraries of thizs Stale and alse 1o other
paris of the sounley.  Warioos Mungseript Libraries in the State,
have bean approached to make wvailible theic wnpublished texts
for puBlication.  The aushoritics of these Manuscripls Librarios
have ¢ome [orward with inderest wnd  esthnziasm to aford
necegaary facilities For the sawe,  Egtiopent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requesied o take up
the work of editing.  Under the schems the texes wifl be ertecally
edited with suitahle foof-notes wnd brief atrodectory analysie
kath in Eoglish and Tamil for the beoefit of researchers and
schaolars.  The sclection of manuscripts, copying and coditing
bave been eotrusied tn the Tamilnodu Stote Depuriment of
Archaealogy.



So far tha texts of 75 mapuseripls have been capied and a
number of them edited apd are made availeble in printed
lérm o this series. I ama thaokful to all the iostilutions
aud schwolars wher have wome forward to joip (he Goveroment
in this  wentwre. IL o5 only o beginoing and [ do hope
that all the wvmilable w=sts 10 Te i the baods of scholars,
educational institvlions od publdic Lidcaries, so char the condri-
butian of the Tamils theouweh the ceolries in diferent felds will
be available tor the proper vndsrstanding and comprehansion of
the Tamil Lanpuags, Literatyre aod Coliure.

L ARANGANAYAGAM
171280,



INTRODUCTION

The manuseripts published wnder this title “Falavap-
patiekalin Yaralaru® were collecied by Col. Muackerzic, 1he
well known ¢ollector of historical docomwenis and Lilerary
manuscrints,  These ore well known to historians  as
Mackenzie M amescripts and ars naw preserved in the Govern-
ment Oriental bManuscripts Library, BMadrazs, Summaries af
ibese Manuscripts bave appeard in Enplish and the Bladras
Uoiversily has pablisbhed one volume m English edited by
. T. ¥. Mahulingam. Even in this edition only the sum-
mary of the texts are given. The entere collection has oot
been puiHished in original so far.  We are now  publishing
the enure collection w ocpieal in four volymes,

A perusal of the text shows thar, Mackenzis callected
those tumily history of the ersiwhile Palavappatio Farrak-
karars and Femmdars, ta prave their claim for titles  and
previleges and bence these arc 1he most valuable docomenrts
which show the teanucn fraom the native sdminisfealye
set up aod life 1o the coloninl yoke and how sleadily  Lhe
ingde pendence of the Jocal lords were croded. [0 is Intesest-
ing to note rheat many of these families were able to give
cufficient aceount of teic ancestors. Moast of theém wers
able to teonllect as far back as [6lh centery and some
ople 14l century, beyond which the tradition i5 unekle to
hear any zathenticity, I[n some cases, they plainty said that
they bave lost their family histary in the polilical wnrests
and eflux ol ime.  BMany of e decendenis of the families
are still alive though reduced i their status.

The collection of the Mmily history of the erstwhile
local chiels, besides throwing Light on their way of Munclion-
ing, provides ample evidenee on (he social costoms  Znd
mannsrs, What weee prevajent im 16ih to [fch oenturies 4. D
This aspect 1as hot been fully utilised by Sociolopists and
hope 1hat  ilis sevies  will provide the basis for  furrhey
rescarch.

br. R. Nagaswamy
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